






These include:

   •  Conduct a fl uent conversation in a foreign language about a piece of writing in that language.
   •  Write a cogent and persuasive opinion piece on a matter of public importance.
   •  Declaim with passion and from memory a passage that is meaningful—of one’s own or 
        from the culture’s literature or history.
   •  Produce or perform a work of art.
   •  Construct and program a robot capable of performing a diffi  cult task.
   •  Exercise leadership.
   •  Using statistics, assess whether or not a statement by a public fi gure is demonstrably true.
   •  Assess media coverage of a global event from various cultural/national perspectives.
   •  Describe a breakthrough for a team on which you serve and to which you contributed to 
        overcoming a human-created obstacle so that the team could succeed in its task.
   •  Demonstrate a commitment to creating a more sustainable future with means that are scalable. 

Pat goes on to make the point that this particular list of demonstrations of learning may or may not be the 

right list for every school.  He argues that what is important is that schools need to engage in purposeful 

dialogue to identify what the right measurements are for determining a student’s readiness for taking the 

next step.  In that regard, our curriculum review will be a comprehensive and multi-year commitment that 

not only addresses the scope and sequence of the courses and the totality of the learning experiences that 

we offer, but also outlines the assessments that we will use to demonstrate student readiness.

Communication
We recognize that a meaningful partnership between family and school requires open and frequent 

communication.  From our Wildcat Weekly editions to our new web-site, we are committed to taking 

meaningful steps to communicate more effectively and more often with our families.  In that regard, we are 

now learning about additional communication capabilities that our new web-site provider offers.  Specifi -

cally, we are exploring actively a password-protected portal feature, one that will allow us to capture and 

make readily available more information to our families, including classroom assignments, grades and other 

classroom-specifi c information.  Our goal is to roll out this feature in the second semester.  We will keep you 

updated as we approach that time.        

Conclusion
I believe strongly that the sign of a healthy independent school is one that embraces continuous improve-

ment.   Having the confi dence and courage to review periodically what we teach and how we teach helps 

schools remain relevant in their students’ lives.  As we look to the future and to all the possibilities that it 

holds, we must continue to draw strength from the indomitable community resolve that is our legacy.  I 

have no doubt that we will.

Sincerely,

Stephen D. Hickman

Head of School
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