
 

 

Erick Saoud, Director Fall 2019 

Percussion News 

More Than Just Drums 
The goal of our percussion program has always been to offer 

musical experiences and opportunities available nowhere else, to 
produce lifelong music makers at home and in the community, and to 
instill a love of music and an appreciation for the arts in each child.  I 
have never been more pleased in our success in reaching these goals 
as we begin this school year.  

 During the 2019-2020 school year our students will welcome 
wonderful guest artists Dr. Mike Vercelli and Dr. Julie Hill, premiere 
a world-music concert featuring our steel band and world drumming 
programs, and perform countless different styles of music for 
thousands of audience members in schools and venues throughout 
Arkansas, just to name a few things.  

 Most importantly, the beauty they create will enrich their 
lives; their hearts will be filled by the joy they give and share with 
others; they will express what words cannot; they will begin to look 
into their souls and understand what brings them happiness.   

 Thank you for sharing your child with me and I look forward 
to a fantastic year!   

      --Erick Saoud 

  

 

In this Issue: 

Do you have a child that loves to drum??? 
 

The Wildcat drumline is composed of 8-10 students who want to have 
a lot fun, support the football team, and inspire our fans!   

No experience necessary! 
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Percussion Concerts: 

Dec. 4th, 7pm:  World-music 
concert with special guest, Dr. 
Mike Vercelli 

Oct. 6th, 10am: St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church with choir 
(advanced only) 

March 18th, 7pm:  Annual 
percussion concert with special 
guest, Dr. Julie Hill.  

Important Dates for Fall 2019 
 

MS/US Chapel Series 

August 21st: Erick Saoud and 
Dr. Ryan Lewis 

 

October 21st: Dan Smithiger 
guest artist recital  

 

Dec. 4th: Dr. Mike Vercelli and 
students 

 

Steel Band Performances 

September 25th, 5:30pm: 
Headmasters Dinner 

Nov. 3rd, 1pm: Arkansas 
Children’s Hospital 

Nov. 9th and 10th: Arkansas 
Symphony Beethoven and Blue 
Jeans concerts, 5:30pm and 
1:30pm, respectively.  

 

Drumline at Home Football 
Games 

The drumline will perform at 
the following home games: 

Sept. 27th (Decatur)                  

Oct. 4th (Woodlawn) 

Oct. 18th (Hermitage) 

Oct. 25th (Trinity-Homecoming) 

Arkansas Children’s Hospital 

The Steelcats will be playing at 
Arkansas Children’s Hospital for 
the Playaway Gift Shop Open 
House and Holiday Card 
Reception, Sunday, November 
3rd, from 1pm-5pm.  Join us for 
the fun!!! 
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Dr. Michael B. Vercelli is the director of the World Music Performance Center at 
West Virginia University. Michael holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree in 
Percussion Performance with a minor in Ethnomusicology from the University of 
Arizona. Michael’s research focuses on the transmission and performance practice of 
percussive traditions of Africa and African Diaspora. He has conducted long-term 
fieldwork on the xylophone traditions of Ghana and has studied in Brazil, Guinea, 
Uganda, Cuba, and Bali. Dr. Vercelli has received many awards for both his 
performance and study of indigenous music and has released recordings with master 
Ghanaian xylophonists Tijan Dorwana and Bernard Woma. Michael has received the 
Snowshoe Institute Award of Excellence for Scholarship in the Arts and the WVU 
College of Creative Arts awards for Outstanding Service and Internationalizing the 
College. At WVU, Dr. Vercelli directs summer study abroad courses to Ghana, 
Brazil, and Belize, focusing on music, dance and cultural immersion. Dr. Vercelli has 
published in the Percussive Arts Society’s journal, Percussive Notes, and in the third 
edition of Gary Cook’s Teaching Percussion. He is a participating member in the 
Percussive Arts Society, the Society for Ethnomusicology, and the International 
Council for Traditional Music. Michael has given lectures, performances, and 
workshops across the United States, Mexico, Brazil, China, and Europe. Dr. Vercelli 
is a Meinl Percussion artist and a member of the Vic Firth educational team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2019-20 Residency Artists 
 

Dr. Mike Vercelli, Dec. 2-4, 2019  
West Virginia University 

 
Dr. Julie Hill, March 16-18, 2020 
University of Tennessee-Martin 

 
 

Drum and dance your way into the holiday season with our first ever winter concert 
on Wednesday, Dec. 4th, at 7pm.  The concert will feature Dr. Vercelli with our 
African drumming and dance ensembles and steel band.  Audience members of all 
ages are welcome to join us in the dancing and celebration, concluding with a 
Christmas sing-along for all.  We hope you can join us for this special concert! 

 

Why Guest Artists? 
Visits from guest artists and 
teachers are not only beneficial for 
our students, but they also serve as 
professional development for me, 
allowing me to expand on what is 
taught in the classroom and 
improve the quality of my teaching.    
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Dr. Julie Hill University of Tennessee-Martin 
 

 

Dr. Julie Hill, Chair, Department of Music and Faculty Evaluation Coordinator at the University of 
Tennessee-Martin, has received worldwide recognition as a performer and scholar. Hill has presented 
workshops, concerts, and lectures extensively throughout the United States on Brazilian Music and the 
topic of music and social transformation for black women and at-risk children in Northeastern Brazil. 
As a member of the award winning Caixa Trio and X4 quartet, Julie has performed in Peru, Poland, 
Mexico, Brazil, France, Puerto Rico, South Korea, across the United States, as well as the Percussive 
Arts Society International Conventions (PASIC). Hill is also principal percussionist with the Paducah 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Julie is a winner of the University of Tennessee at Martin's Cunningham Outstanding Teacher/Scholar 
Award, the Hardy Graham Distinguished Professorship Award, the UT Alumni Association Outstanding 
Teacher Award, and the inaugural recipient of the University of Tennessee President’s system-wide 
Educate Award. Julie has also received Member Laureate distinction from the Sigma Alpha Iota 
International Music Fraternity. She is a Past-President of the International Percussive Arts Society. 

Hill is the co-author of an audition method book entitled All Inclusive Etudes (Row-Loff Productions) 
and a collection of solos/duets entitled Music for Multi Percussion: A World View (Alfred Publications) 
and has numerous percussion ensemble publications with Innovative Percussion and Row-Loff 
Productions. Her scholarly research has been published in Percussive Notes and the Garland World 
Music Encyclopedias. 

She holds the Doctor of Musical Arts degree from the University of Kentucky, a Master of Music degree 
in Percussion Performance from Arizona State University, and a Bachelor of Music Education degree 
from the University of Tennessee at Martin. 

Julie Hill is an Artist and Educator for Zildjian Cymbals, and a Performing Artist for Yamaha 
Corporation of America. She is an artist and endorsee for Innovative Percussion, REMO, and Grover 
Pro Percussion. For more information, visit Julie Hill’s website at www.juliehilleducator.com. 

 

Dr. Julie Hill will present in Chapel on three consecutive days, Monday – Wednesday, March 16-18.  Join 
us at 9:20am each day for wonderful presentations with our students.  She will also perform on our annual 
percussion concert on Wednesday evening, March 18th, at 7pm. 
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Summer Camp at SIUE:  June 7-11, 2020 
Each year a group of students attend percussion camp at SIUE.  2020 will 
mark my tenth year on the faculty of the camp.  Located just outside of St. 
Louis, the camp is four full days of all things percussion, including steel band, 
drum set, African dance and drumming, and marching percussion. There is a 
faculty concert and a camp concert on Thursday afternoon.  Episcopal 
students stay in a local hotel and experience local attractions each evening after 
camp, including trips to the St. Louis arch, Cardinals baseball games, and 
eating BBQ at Pappy’s Smokehouse in downtown St. Louis.  More details to 
come but mark your calendars now!!! 

 

 

Classroom Enhancements for 2019-2020 

Several aspects of the percussion classroom saw enhancements over the 
summer.  These improvements will help student learning and achievement.   

1. New Carpet!  The classroom, three practice rooms, and Mr. Saoud’s 
office all received new carpet.   

2. New practice pads for daily warmups.  Our new pads feature a 3-in-1 
design and are portable, allowing students to interact during group 
practice sessions or break off to practice in one of the practice rooms, 
in the hallway, or just about anywhere.  Old pads will be used for 
student check-out and home use.   

3. Practice room updates:  Each practice room will be outfitted with a 
speaker, metronome, iPhone hook-up, and headphones.  Students can 
now practice with an isolated metronome click or play along with 
music that they are practicing for steel band.  Headphones will allow 
students to block out music from the main room.  Our third practice 
room will be a dedicated electronic drum set space.   

4. Finally, our steel band received a much-needed tuning from master 
tuner, Alan Coyle.  Alan is based in Tallahassee, Fl., but makes 
frequent tuning trips through the mid-south.  Thanks Alan! 

 

 

 

The boys going through 
drumline exercises.  

Dinner at Pappy’s 
Smokehouse is one of 

the highlights of the 
week!  World-famous 
BBQ is always a hit! 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Erick Saoud 
esaoud@episcopalcollegiate.org 
 
Episcopal Collegiate School 
Jackson T. Stephens Campus 
1701 Cantrell Road 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
(501) 372-1194 ext. 2450 

Have You Heard About Dance Fridays? 

 

Each Friday students in the Introduction, Beginning, and 
Intermediate percussion classes will learn a new dance from 

Ghana.  During the subsequent Fridays the students will learn the 
accompanying drum parts.  This will culminate in the students 

performing the dance and drum parts together—half the class 
dancing and half the class drumming—then switching parts.   


