
 

 

Erick Saoud, Director Spring 2019 

Percussion News 

More Than Just Drums 

Our spring newsletter is a chance to look back on all the 
wonderful things that happened during the fall.  We also look 
forward to incredible opportunities in the spring.  Featured is our trip 
to Indianapolis for PASIC 2018, teambuilding events, and our 
incredible performances with the Arkansas Symphony.  Noura 
Musallam recalls… 

One specific thing I will always remember is after performing for the third 
time, I felt so happy and confident. I was so content with performing on stage that 
I said to my friend, “I want to do that again!” The performances boosted my 
confidence on stage and I will always be thankful of the opportunity.  

We look forward to our annual percussion concert and guest 
residency with percussionist Jon Singer in March, touring local 
elementary and middle schools in April, steel band performances in 
April and May, summer camp in June, and so much more!   

Finally, a very special welcome to our newest Introduction to 
Percussion students. Thank you to everyone for your continued 
support of percussion at Episcopal Collegiate.     
       --Erick Saoud 

Thanks to Russell McDonough (2015), John Cai, Will Baker, Blake Russell (2016), 
Caleb Dowell (2017), and Carter Bowden (2018) for making my Christmas break 

extra special.  I love all these guys.    
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Percussion Concert 

Dress Rehearsal: March 12th 
3:45-5:30pm 

Concert:  March 13th, 7pm 
(students arrive at 6:15pm) 

Both events are required of all 
students in percussion, 
regardless of extra-curricular 
practices and games.  Coaches 
have already been notified.  

Important Dates for Spring 2019 
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Chapel Series 

January 30th:  Fall review and 
look ahead.  Gyil performances 

February 27th: Preview of 
concert pieces 

March 11th, 12th, 13th:  Jon 
Singer residency and concert 
preview 

March 27th: LS chapel 

April 25th: Senior recognition 
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Steel Band Performances 

April 13th and 14th: Arkansas 
Symphony Beethoven and Blue 
Jeans concerts, 5:30pm and 
1:30pm, respectively.  

May 17th:  Class Day 

 

 

 

4

PAS Membership for all! 
Through our group 
membership at the school, all 
percussion students are 
currently members of the 
Percussive Arts Society.  Visit 
pas.org to view all the 
membership benefits, including 
on-line video and research 
materials.    
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Dance Fridays! 
Introductory and beginning 
students are currently learning 
Gahu, a social dance of the Ewe 
people of Ghana.  Students have 
studied videos and learned the 
dance, prepared the drum parts, 
and are playing on authentic Ewe 
drums!   

6

DVD’s of our spring concert will be available. Order forms will be available at 
the concert.  Thanks to Ken Futterer and LeF audio for volunteering their time.  

Left:  Steelcats perform three 
movements of Tchaikovsky’s 
Nutcracker Suite with the ASO on 
their Holiday Pops series.  The three 
weekend concerts saw the students 
perform for over 6,000 audience 
members. This is the second time the 
Steelcats have performed with the 
Arkansas Symphony! 
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Included among the Village 
Voice's "Best of New York," 

percussionist Jonathan 
Singer has been praised for 

his "superb four-mallet 
technique" (New York Times) 
and described as an "artistic 

assault on the sensory order of 
nitrous oxide." His solo 

appearances include 
performances with the Detroit 

Symphony and Grammy-
winning Nighthawks. As the 
leader of the Brooklyn-based 

novelty band, Xylopholks, 
Singer has performed across 

the United States, India, Japan, 
Brazil, and Canada and on the 
stages of Alice Tully Hall, City 

Center, 92nd Y, and the 
Metropolitan Museum of Art. 

Singer is the recipient of a 
Fulbright Fellowship and 
Queens College grants. 
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Presently an Adjunct Assistant 

Professor at the College of 
Staten Island and 

Queensborough Community 
College, Singer has had 

previous appointments at 
Brooklyn College and Queens 

College. 
 

Singer is a graduate of the 
Interlochen Arts Academy, 

Berklee College of Music, Queens 
College and CUNY Graduate 

Center, where he earned a doctorate 
with a dissertation focusing on 

improvised xylophone music.  An 
endorser of the Malletech company, 

he helped design the Jon Singer 
signature xylophone mallet. 
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2018-2019  
Residency Artist 

Dr. Jonathan Singer 
Incredible musician, Xylophonist 

extraordinaire, and small business owner 
 

During his 3-day residency 
at Episcopal Collegiate,  

Dr. Singer will present in 
Chapel on three consecutive 
days:  March 11th, 12th, and 
13th.  His presentations will 

include amazing 
performances and his 

research into the history of 
the xylophone and 

marimba.  His residency will 
conclude with a 

performance with our 
students on the percussion 

ensembles concert on 
March 13th, at 7pm.  

John owns and operates 
Third Floor Bazaar, an on-line 
percussion music and 
equipment reseller with 
nearly 3,000 followers! 

Visits from guest artists and 
teachers are not only beneficial 
for our students, but they also 
serve as professional 
development for me, allowing 
me to expand on what is taught 
in the classroom and improve 
the quality of my teaching.    



 

4 

4

What is PASIC? 

Just the largest drum and 
percussion event in the world!  
It takes place every year in 
Indianapolis.  
 
Featuring over 120 concerts, 
clinics, master classes, labs, 
workshops, panels and 
presentations given by the finest 
artist from all over the world, 
PASIC will showcase all areas of 
percussion — drum set, 
marching, keyboard, symphonic, 
world, recreational, education, 
music technology, new music, 
and health & wellness. 
 
The convention's International 
Drum and Percussion Expo is 
held annually with more than 
120 exhibitors showcasing the 
latest in percussion instruments, 
gear, publications and services.  
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Who attended PASIC? 
 
Our trip to Pasic is open to 
select juniors and seniors in the 
percussion program.  This year’s 
attendees were: Olivia Parker, 
Lucy Gatewood, Faris and 
Noura Musallam, Morgan 
Brown, and Raivin Jackson. 
Even Carter Bowden came up 
from Belmont and joined us for 
two days! 
 
Who is Eligible Next Year? 
 
Henry Jackson, Phoebe Sanders, 
Jaden Wilber, Caroline 
Nalumansi, and Olivia Parker.  
We will have an informational 
meeting following Class Day 
ceremonies in May.  
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Sharing our Experience   
 
On January 30th I will lead a 
chapel talk discussing some of 
our incredible experiences from 
the fall semester, including our 
trip to PASIC and our 
performances with the Arkansas 
Symphony.   
 
Students eligible for the PASIC 
trip next year will have lunch 
with last years attendees to learn 
more about the experience.  
That lunch will take place during 
the month of January.   
 
 

Student-Led Trips are What Make  
Episcopal Collegiate Special! 

 
6 students attend the Percussive Arts Society International Conference with Mr. Saoud 

 

 
Meeting members of Blue Man Group after their Friday 

night concert.  It doesn’t get any better! 

Faris performing in a drum circle.  
Several happen each day! 
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Summer Camp at SIUE:  June 10-13, 2019 

Each year a group of students attend percussion camp at SIUE.  2019 will 
mark my ninth year on the faculty of the camp.  Located just outside of St. 
Louis, the camp is four full days of all things percussion, including steel band, 
drum set, African dance and drumming, and marching percussion. There is a 
faculty concert and a camp concert on Thursday afternoon.  Episcopal 
students stay in a local hotel and experience local attractions each evening after 
camp, including trips to the St. Louis arch, Cardinals baseball games, and 
eating BBQ at Pappy’s Smokehouse in downtown St. Louis.  More details to 
come but mark your calendars now!!! 

 

Percussion Students Take Part in Teambuilding 
Events 

During the fall semester all percussion students were invited to participate in 
teambuilding events with their classmates.   

The advanced percussion students went to the Little Rock Climbing Center to 
test their climbing skills, as well as learning to belay their teammates.  Belaying 
involves a person on the ground using a rope system to protect the climber in 
case of a fall.  Students also participated in teambuilding activities led by the 
LRCC staff.   

Beginning and intermediate percussion students enjoyed a morning at Third 
Realm Trampoline Park.  Students participated in a variety of relay races, team 
events, and strategy-inducing tests.   

In performing arts classrooms there is a premium placed on personal 
responsibility and working together as an ensemble.  The students are keenly 
aware of these dynamics in our classes.  These teambuilding activities allow 
students to get to know each other, build bonds of friendship and trust, and 
help them learn to work together toward a common goal.  These aren’t just 
percussion skills, but life skills they will carry through adulthood.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beginning and 
intermediate students at 

Third Realm 

The girls are trying to 
untangle themselves in a 
teambuilding activity at 
the Little Rock Climbing 

Center 

 

 



 

 

 

Advanced Percussion Students Provide Musical Score for 
Buster Keaton’s 1921 film, The Boat 

Advanced percussion students are hard at work right now preparing 23 minutes of 
xylophone ragtime music to provide the musical score for this comedic masterpiece!  Noura 
Musallam and Lucy Gatewood are painstakingly mapping out hundreds of sound effects to 
accompany the film.   

After performing the piece for the Episcopal Collegiate community in March, we will take 
our show on the road to local elementary and middle schools.  Our students will educate 
thousands of children about percussion, ragtime music of the 1910’s and 1920’s, the 
amazing world of sound effects, and how to score a musical film.  All will be treated to a full 
performance of the movie with our students performing live! 

Erick Saoud 
esaoud@episcopalcollegiate.org 
 
Episcopal Collegiate School 
Jackson T. Stephens Campus 
1701 Cantrell Road 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
(501) 372-1194 ext. 2450 


