
A Note from Mrs. Schuhmacher... 

I would like to say a huge thank you to all of the students and families who participated in the 
Lower School Read to Feed Program.  We successfully reached our reading goal of 50,000 
minutes and raised $2,765.20 toward the purchase of Heifer animals. Mrs. Thicksten's class 
won the Heifer Trophy, a beautiful black sheep, for collecting the most donations and pledges. 
Mrs. West’s class won the pug trophy for reading the most minutes. All students won in the end 
by celebrating today with a Spirit Day for their reading success! 

I would also like to congratulate the Robocats for their solid finish in last week’s state 
tournament in Russellville. One of our teams placed 3rd overall in Skills and in Finals, and they 
may be eligible to compete at the World Championship in Louisville, KY. Keep your fingers 
crossed. We will learn whether they qualify on March 29.  

Finally, I would like to congratulate first-grade student, Evie Paul. Her artwork titled "Line Lion" 
was chosen for the Arkansas Arts Center's (AAC) 58th Annual Young Arkansas Artist Exhibition! 
The Young Arkansas Artist Exhibition will open at the AAC on April 30 and run until July. After 
the exhibition, Evie's artwork will travel the state for two years as part of the AAC's traveling 
exhibitions.  
 

Catherine Schuhmacher  

Head of Lower School 

 
LS Calendar 

LS Calendar 

Monday, March 25 

• Quiz Bowl, 3:15-3:45pm 
• Taekwondo, Grades K-1, 3:30-4pm 
• Taekwondo, Grades PreK 4, 4-4:30pm 
• Taekwondo, Grades 2-5, 4:30-5pm 
• Robocats, 3:15-4:30pm 

Tuesday, March 26 

• ERB Achievement Tests, Grade 3-5, 8:15-10am 
• Minecraft Edu, 3:15-4:30pm 
• Wildcat Chorale, 3:15-4:30pm 

https://www.episcopalcollegiate.org/student-life/calendar


Wednesday, March 27 

• ERB Achievement Tests, Grade 3-5, 8:15-10am 
• Wee Little Arts, 3:20-4 p.m. 
• Zoomba Kids, PreK-K, 3:30-4 p.m. 
• Zoomba Kids, 1st-3rd, 4-4:30 p.m. 

Thursday, March 28 

• ERB Achievement Tests, Grade 3-5, 8:15-10am 
• Chess Club, 3:15-4:30 p.m. 
• Tiny Dancers, 3:30-4 p.m. 

Friday, March 29 

• ERB Achievement Tests, Grade 3-5, 8:15-10am 
• Destination Imagination, 3:15-4pm, Upstairs Art Room 

 

Looking Ahead 

4/4 - Capstone Day & Maker Night 

4/5 - Grandparents’ Day - ½ day dismissal, LS only 

4/19-4/22 - Easter Break 

 
Grandparents & Friends Day - Friday, April 5 

Grandparents & Friends Day will be held on Friday, April 5. Please join us in celebrating 
Grandparents, Friends, and Honorary Grandparents!  

The day will begin with an all-school program in the Championship Gym at 9:10 a.m., with 
performances by students in all divisions. Following the program, guests are encouraged to 
enjoy the campus and visit classrooms with their grandchild. The Lower School will be hosting 
Capstone in the Classrooms and the Book Fair. Please RSVP here!  

We hope to see you there! 

 
Wildcat Athletic Calendar 

https://www.episcopalcollegiate.org/cf_forms/view.cfm?formID=94


Wildcat Athletic Calendar 

Friday, March 15 

• Boys Varsity Baseball vs. Carlisle, HOME @4:30 p.m. 

Monday, March 25 

• Co-Ed MS Soccer vs. Lakeside, AWAY @4:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 26 

• B&G Junior High Track - Sylvan Hills Relays - Sherwood, AR, AWAY @3:30 p.m. 
• Boys Varsity Baseball vs. Mayflower, AWAY @4:30 p.m. 
• Girls Varsity Softball vs. Mayflower, AWAY @5:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, March 27 

• Co-Ed MS Soccer vs. Covenant Keepers, HOME @4:00 p.m. 

Thursday, March 28 

• B&G Varsity Track - Lakeside Ram Relays - Hot Springs, AR, AWAY @3:30 p.m. 

 

Maker Night at the E! - Thursday, April 4 

Join us Thursday, April 4th from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. for an exciting night of family fun! 

Lower School Erwin Hall will transform into Maker Night at the E! This interactive event is full of 
hands-on booths for families to explore technology and design thinking. 

Try our photobooth, design a paper helicopter, or drive a robot. You can also test drive our 
virtual reality system or try your hand at 3D printing! 

New this year - a sensory-friendly room! This special area will feature low lighting, quiet 
activities, and sensory-friendly fun. 

We will be having presentations from special guests including: The Museum of Discovery, The 
Arkansas Regional Innovation Hub, The Episcopal Upcyclers, and our very own Upper School 
Robotics Team. We hope to see you there! 

 
LS Co-Curricular News – Art 

https://www.episcopalcollegiate.org/athletics/athletic-s
https://museumofdiscovery.org/
https://arhub.org/
https://arhub.org/


Pre-K, Transition, and Kindergarten Art with Mrs. Anderson 

It’s difficult to believe we are already in the fourth quarter of the school year!  All of the 
students in Pre-K 3 through Kindergarten have shown tremendous growth in their art 
knowledge and abilities!  I’m so proud of every one of them! 

Pre-K3 

Pre-K3 students have continued to use colors, shapes, and different types of lines in their 
artwork.  They have learned some new concepts, including warm and cool colors, form, proper 
use of a paintbrush, and texture.  Students have done a wonderful job implementing these new 
concepts in their artwork.  They have created a winter project, Valentine’s Day artwork, and 
artwork with texture using different media.  In the coming weeks, Pre-K 3 will work on a collage 
project and will create some more wonderful artwork as we continue to review the elements of 
art and practice the skills of painting, cutting, gluing, and drawing. 

Pre-K4 

Pre-K4 has been very busy reviewing skills and learning new ones. Students learned about 
warm and cool colors and created a wonderful mixed media winter masterpiece.  Pre-K4 
students also created a Valentine picture, which allowed them to practice their cutting and 
gluing skills, as well as print with cardboard.  After learning about artist Jim Dine, they created 
hearts similar to those he created, using oil pastels.  Students learned about the concept of 
form, reviewed shapes, and then created clay pinch pots, which was a wonderful opportunity to 
work on strengthening their fine motor skills and practice following directions.  In learning 
about texture, students felt objects with different textures and then drew a picture with chalk 
on sandpaper and drawing paper.  They were able to experience the difference in texture and 
how that affects their artwork.  Pre-K4 is in the process of creating shape birds, which allows 
them to practice using their drawing and cutting skills, and is a great opportunity for them to 
review shapes and how to draw them.  In the coming weeks, Pre-K4 will continue to review the 
concepts of art and learn about more master artists.  In all of their artwork, they are learning to 
properly use and experiment with the art materials.  I look forward to seeing their wonderful 
creations as this quarter continues. 

Transition Kindergarten 

Transition Kindergarten has been very busy!  They experimented with art materials to create 
wonderful winter snowmen.  In creating their art, they used shapes and lines, primary and 
secondary colors, scissors, glue, and a variety of media.  For Valentine’s Day they learned about 
American artist, Jim Dine, and created a heart mosaic similar to the hearts he created. 
Transition Kindergarten also learned about texture, form, and created a clay pinch pot and used 
various materials to add texture to it.  They learned to use rulers to draw lines and divide paper 
into sections.  They then used crayons and texture rubbing plates and created colorful pictures 
displaying a variety of textures.  Most recently, Transition Kindergarten learned about artist, 



James Rizzi, and learned to draw funny birds with lots of personality, similar to those he 
created.   I look forward to watching their continued growth as they continue to experiment, 
learn and create! 

Kindergarten 

Kindergarteners learned about the element of form and the difference between 2-D and 3-D 
shapes.  They created hearts from clay, learned to draw, and cut out hearts from construction 
paper.  They put the hearts together on matte board and their creations were beautiful and 
unique!  Kindergarten students also learned about warm and cool colors. They used cool colors 
to create the background for penguins they created using construction paper.  After the 
penguins were complete, they used fabric and paper scraps to “decorate” their 
penguins.  Kindergarten students also learned about texture and different ways to incorporate 
that into their art.  After learning about author/illustrator, Eric Carle, and how he creates the 
illustrations for his books, students created textured painted paper.  They will use this paper to 
create their own mixed-up creatures in the likeness of The Mixed-Up Chameleon.  I look 
forward to watching their continued growth and exploration as they continue to learn about 
master artists and practice what they have learned. 

All of the students are showing amazing growth as we work with different art materials and 
learn new concepts.  It is a joy to watch their enthusiasm and excitement as they practice, 
learn, and create.  We have so many fun projects to work on this Spring! 

 

First-Fifth Grade Artist with Ms. McSpadden 

Spring is in the air and the upstairs art studio is hopping with activity!  All grades will be 
completing their second clay piece of the year and we will start wrapping up all of our art 
projects. Read on to find out more about the upstairs art studio happenings in first through fifth 
grades. 

First Grade 

Students are concluding their study of the illustrations from Caldecott Medal and Honor books. 
We read Zen Shorts by Jon J. Muth and looked at the illustrations that were created using ink. 
Then, students were lead through a drawing of a panda and bamboo. They finished their 
paintings with ink and watercolor like the illustrator used in Zen Shorts. Be sure to stop by the 
first grade hall during Capstone Night to see the collection of their Caldecott inspired artwork! 

Second Grade  

Students learned about the French artist, Henri Rousseau, and viewed some of his artwork. 
Rousseau was not a trained artist, but loved to paint. He especially loved painting jungle scenes. 



Students voted on which animals they wanted to learn to draw, then were guided through 
practice sketches in their sketchbook. After practicing the animals, they chose which one to use 
in their final painting and created a jungle composition with that animal. The pictures were 
finished using tempera and watercolor paints.  Next, we will be exploring warm and cool colors 
with a chalk pastel project. 

Third Grade 

Students continued their “World of Art Passports” with a visit to Austria to look at the 
architecture and artwork of Friedensreich Hundertwasser. They used his buildings and stylized 
trees as inspiration for their own landscape paintings. Next stop on our “World of Art” tour was 
Africa, where we looked at the Adinkra cloth from Ghana. Students learned how the cloth was 
made and what some of the symbols meant to the Ashanti people before they created their 
own Adinkra design. Our next stop will be South America, where we will look at the artwork of 
contemporary artist, Romero Britto. 

Fourth Grade 

Students worked together to create a Lotería game with their own illustrations. Lotería is a 
popular Spanish game that is similar to Bingo and can be used to help students learn Spanish 
vocabulary. Students were given a Spanish word to illustrate, then they chose which media they 
would like to use to create their illustration. Now, the fourth graders are finishing up an 
accordion book that features a poem they wrote called “I am”.  Next, we will be working with 
clay to create gnomes for the garden. 

Fifth Grade  

Students have been learning how to use white and black to mix lighter colors, or tints and 
darker colors, or shades. We revisited how to draw shapes in one-point perspective, then used 
our new paint mixing skills to paint the shapes. To finish this project, students created a collage 
for the background and added cardboard behind the shapes to make them “pop” off of the 
paper. The next couple of months, fifth grade will be working on sculptures in various mediums, 
including their clay birdhouses. 

 

LS Pi Day! 

Students celebrated Pi Day all week with a variety of fun math challenges and games provided 
by Mrs. House. They were challenged with memorizing as many numbers as they could of this 
infinite number, and the students who memorized the most were celebrated with a pie in the 
face during our assembly Thursday afternoon. And, as always, students enjoyed the big pie in 
the face to Head of Lower School, Mrs. Schuhmacher. Thank you, Mrs. House, for making math 
fun for all! 



 
 
LS Achievement Tests - March 26-29 
Students in grades 3-5 will take the ERB CTP standardized test when we return from Spring 
Break. Students will test in the morning from approximately 8:15 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Tuesday, 
March 25 through Friday, March 29. Please contact Catherine Radtke if you have any scheduled 
conflicts. 

 
LS Counseling News 
During our Parent Round Table in March, we discussed promoting healthy body image and 
building self-esteem in our children. We highlighted several points to consider when focusing 
on encouraging healthy body images at home that included: being aware of our own body 
image issues, being careful with the language we use around our kids, and having open 
discussions about the images we see on social media/tv/internet that are photoshopped and 
create false perceptions of how a body "should" look. Practicing positive affirmations that 
include focusing on self-worth are a great way to improve self-esteem. I will be sharing our 
notes and any resources provided at the Round Table through the link provided here so you 
may access them when needed. There is also a great reading list at the end of the notes that 
can be helpful with discussing body image and self-esteem. Please do not hesitate to contact 
Mrs. Abbott for more information or if you have any questions. 
 
LS National Girl Scout Week Celebration 

Come enjoy sweet treats made with Girl Scout cookies at Slim Chickens or the Potbelly on 
University this weekend! Slim Chickens will have a Thin Mint and Tagalong Jar Dessert, and 
Potbelly will have a Strawberry Shortbread Shake!  

Second grade Brownie Scouts are celebrating National Girl Scout week during "Cookie 
Restaurant Weekend" by supporting our generous cookie donors. We’d love it if Episcopal 
Collegiate students could join us. More info here: 

http://www.girlscoutsdiamonds.org/en/cookies/cookie-restaurant-week.html 

 
LS Summer @ the E! 

We are thrilled to offer these exciting summer opportunities for your children and non-
Episcopal students. As you will see, we have many offerings, as well as lunch provided here 
during as camp as an option, as an added convenience. 

Registration is now open and we hope you will share the Summer @ the E! Brochure with your 
friends and family who attend other schools, as all children are welcome to attend. 

Questions: Contact Morgan Dlouhy or Leigh Jacobs 

mailto:cradtke@episcopalcollegiate.org
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1KoLrfTHF6OGpq8MvVUmbfmynXox37_SI?usp=sharing
mailto:babbott@episcopalcollegiate.org
http://www.girlscoutsdiamonds.org/en/cookies/cookie-restaurant-week.html
https://www.episcopalcollegiate.org/student-life/summer
mailto:mdlouhy@episcopalcollegiate.org
mailto:ljacobs@episcopalcollegiate.org


 
LS Chapel News 

Following Spring Break, we will explore the parable of the Mustard Seed in Godly Play. In this 
parable a tiny mustard seed is planted and grows into a great bush.  The birds of the air come to 
nest in its branches and we explore how this is similar to the kingdom of heaven.  We will also 
begin a special lenten art project, creating peace flags for the Lower School Garden from 
recycled school shirts.  Our Upcyclers group has generously cut out flags for each Lower School 
Student.   We hope to have our peace flags on display for Maker Night at the E! and 
Grandparents Day. 

In our community chapel, Mr. Erick Saoud and his percussion students will play for our Lower 
School students.  The Lower School always enjoys listening to amazing music from the 
percussion groups. 

Fifth grade readers: Emma Schnackenberg and Julia Krowski 

Cantors: Vivi Green, Madison Fleming, and Hannah Crank 

 

Happy Spring Break & Peace, 

Mother Curtis+ 

 
LS Pride Patrol - 3/25-3/29 

Students assigned to Pride Patrol please be here and ready to start welcoming students at 7:30 
a.m. If you cannot make it one day, please contact Tonya Thomas. 

PreK: Mary Evelyn May, Aubrey Morehead, Charlie Radtke, Stratton Robinson, Will 
Schuhmacher 

K-5: Emma McGraw, Bella Pumphrey, Sarah Cooper Riley, Isabella Runyon, Emily Stacks 

 

mailto:tthomas@episcopalcollegiate.org?subject=Pride%20Patrol

