
August 6, 2019 Wildcat Weekly 

 

Watermelon Supper and Fall Sports Kick-Off 

Our annual tradition continues when the school community comes out for our fall sports kick-off 

with our popular Watermelon Supper, which will be held on Friday, August 23, at 5:00 p.m. on 

the Wildcat Football Field. We hope all of our Wildcat Families -- from every school in every 

grade -- will join us as we kick off our school year with our annual event. We're going to be 

serving up hot dogs, watermelon, and Wildcat Fun! 

T-Shirts will be for sale until Monday, August 12. Place your order today!  

 
Lower School 

A Note from Mrs. Schuhmacher 

Welcome back, Wildcats! We can hardly wait to see you all next week for Orientation and our 

first day of school! All students can wear regular school uniform the first day of school. Parents 

are invited to walk children in to their classrooms and take pictures, but carpool will be open at 

7:30 a.m. if you would rather drop off.  

I wanted to provide you with a few reminders regarding lunch and other programs. During 

enrollment, you were able to opt out of the SAGE lunch program or your child was automatically 

enrolled. If you have questions or would like to make a change, please contact Angela Deloney 

in the Business Office.  

Enrollment is also when you register for Wildcat Club. Whether you registered for Wildcat Club 

or not, your child can attend on the first day of school. If you want to register your child for the 

semester pay option and have not done so, please email Morgan Dlouhy. If you have a child in 

fourth or fifth grade, you had the option to register your child for Pride Patrol. If you would like 

to add your child to that list, please email Tonya Thomas.  

Again, we look forward to seeing you and your children next week. Please contact the Lower 

School office with any questions. See you soon! 

 

Catherine Schuhmacher  

Head of Lower School 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc3bMsnxPxcShQ9DhxIoWSpxi3dlr1Bz_oBZXX-kJ0n-EPb5w/viewform
mailto:adeloney@episcopalcollegiate.org
mailto:adeloney@episcopalcollegiate.org
mailto:mdlouhy@episcopalcollegiate.org
http://tthomas@episcopalcollegiate.org/


Orientation Details 

K-5 Parent and Student Orientation, Monday, August 12, 11:00 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

• Optional Parent Technology Orientation, Braunfisch Stella Boyle Smith Lower School 

Library 

11:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 

• Orientation for new families in Erwin Hall Performance Center and Gymnasium. 

• All students report directly to classrooms for classroom visits – teachers will be available 

in the halls to direct students to their new rooms. 

• Returning families can visit booths in Simpson Commons. 

11:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

• New and returning parents visit classrooms for first orientation session. 

• All new and returning students enjoy Popsicles on the Plaza (Supervised by Faculty). 

12:00 p.m. - 12:30 p.m. 

• New and returning parents visit classrooms for second classroom orientation session (if 

you have more than one child in K-5). 

• Students may remain on the playground, supervised by faculty, until the end of this 

session. 

• Fourth and Fifth Graders may decorate lockers, if they choose, during this time. 

12:30 p.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

• Optional Parent Technology Orientation, Braunfisch Stella Boyle Smith Lower School 

Library. 

Spirit Wear sale, Used Uniform sale, and Parents' Auxiliary booths will be open in Simpson 

Commons from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 

 

Pre-K 3 & 4 Parent and Student Orientation, Friday, August 16, 9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

 

9:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. 



• Students go directly to their classrooms. Faculty will assist in getting students to 

classrooms. 

• Parents attend orientation in Hussman Dining Hall. 

9:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m  

• Parents visit classrooms for classroom orientation while students enjoy popsicles on the 

playground (Supervised by Faculty). 

10:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. 

• Parents visit classrooms for classroom orientation (if more than one child in Pre-K). 

Spirit Sale, Used Uniform and Parents' Auxiliary Booths open. 

10:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

• Optional Parent Technology Orientation, Braunfisch Stella Boyle Smith Lower School 

Library. 

Spirit Wear sale, Used Uniform sale, and Parents' Auxiliary booths will be open in Simpson 

Commons from 8:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

First Day of School Information 

Wednesday, August 14 - Grades K-12, Regular School Uniform 

Monday, August 19 - Pre-K 3 & 4, Regular School Uniform 

 

 

Regular School Day Hours 

7:00 a.m. - Early morning drop off in Hussman Dining Hall; PreK students must be signed in 

7:30 a.m. - Pre-K students can be dropped off in carpool or parents may walk them to classroom 

7:45 a.m. - K-5 students dismissed to classrooms 

8:00 a.m. - Classes begin 



11:45 a.m. - Pre-K 1/2 day dismissal 

3:15 p.m. - Lower School dismissal 

 

Room Parent Sign-Up 

We need YOU! Would you consider serving as your child's room parent this year? Thank you in 

advance for saying yes! 

What does a room parent do? Room parents organize classroom parties and teacher recognition, 

and they help the teacher with odds and ends throughout the year. Room parents do not have to 

be craft experts; we just need you to be organized and willing to ask for help from your class. We 

would love to have two parent volunteers per class. Thank you for considering playing this 

important role for your child's class. 

Room parent sign up will be done by sign-up genius this year, and it will be emailed the 

afternoon of orientation. We then plan to have a kick off meeting Wednesday, August 21, at 8:00 

a.m. in the Lower School Hussman Dining Hall. 

 

Parent Technology Orientation 

We will be offering technology training sessions during Orientation. There will be sessions 

offered during K-5 Orientation on Monday, August 12 and one session offered during Pre-K 

Orientation on Friday, August 16. For times and locations, please reference the orientation 

schedule above. Mrs. Keener, Academic Technology Specialist, and Mrs. Linder, Lower School 

Librarian, will offer information and tips for working with our school calendars, Veracross, 

Haiku, other online resources. If you are interested in learning more about these topics, we 

encourage you to join us at one of these sessions. 

 

Faculty Updates since July 

Molly Thicksten recently resigned from her position as 2nd grade teacher. We will miss Ms. 

Thicksten and greatly appreciate the seven years of service she dedicated to Episcopal Collegiate 

School, not only as a classroom teacher, but also as a cheer coach. We wish Ms. Thicksten the 

very best in her next venture.  

Fortunately, we had a very qualified teacher already here at Episcopal, Mrs. Karen Murchison, 

who is joining us from Episcopal School in Baton Rouge. We originally assigned Mrs. 

Murchison to Pre-K 4 with Mrs. Katie Johnson. However, given her many years of experience as 



a lead teacher and her desire to have her own classroom, this seems like the perfect fit. Mrs. 

Murchison comes to us with a great deal of experience, a professional nature, and an extremely 

enthusiastic approach to teaching. We are excited to have her on our team.  

We are excited about another addition to the Episcopal teaching team. Many of you know Ms. 

Tori Jackson from her time in Wildcat Club. She will be graduating from University of Arkansas 

with a Bachelor’s in Elementary Education this December. Upon graduation, she will join our 

Pre-K 4 team as an associate teacher in Mrs. Johnson’s room. Ms. Jackson brings such a 

contagious, positive energy to the classroom and the students absolutely adore her. We cannot 

wait for her to join us in December. Until that time, Mrs. Clay and Mrs. Hoskyn will be assigned 

as associates to all three Pre-K 4 classes.  

Ms. Leigh Jacobs, Associate Director of Auxiliary Programs, has chosen to follow her passion in 

art and will be teaching Middle School art next year at a school in Maumelle. We appreciate all 

of the time and enthusiastic energy Ms. Jacobs dedicated to the programming and students in 

Wildcat Club and summer camps over the past year. Ms. Emma Daily, current Wildcat Club 

staff, will take over as the Interim Associate Director of Auxiliary Programs. Ms. Daily has had 

many years of experience in early childhood education and is already familiar with our 

programming, students, and families, making her a great person for this role.  

For a list of previous faculty changes which were noted in the parent email sent July 8, click 

here. Please join me in welcoming these faculty members into their new roles here at Episcopal! 

 

Private School League Football Information 

Episcopal Collegiate's PSL Football team is already hard at work preparing for their upcoming 

2019 season. They will be playing their games on Saturday mornings at Episcopal, CAC, Little 

Rock Christian, and Pulaski Academy. They will start the season on Saturday, August 17, with a 

Jamboree at Pulaski Academy.  Practices will be held after school on Monday, Tuesday, 

Thursday, and Friday afternoons from 3:45 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. The season will continue through 

September and playoffs will begin in October. Players will have fun learning the fundamentals of 

football, and the value of teamwork and discipline. If this sounds like something your child 

would be interested in, please join us for practice or contact Coach Stephen Lister or Coach 

Tyrell Johnson. 

 

Upcoming Calendar Items 

Friday, August 23 - Watermelon Supper, 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday, August 25 - New Parent Reception 

https://courier.veracross.com/ecs/email/23461?key=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCIsImV4cCI6IjE1NjUyMDg0NTUifQ==.eyJyZWNvcmRfaWQiOiIyMzQ2MSIsImNsaWVudCI6ImVjcyIsInVzZXJuYW1lIjoiYXNub3cifQ==.KSlOnOm4uoz5dBHuSrN2XTeCrleZEYO6De-YtyYswdU=
https://courier.veracross.com/ecs/email/23461?key=eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiIsInR5cCI6IkpXVCIsImV4cCI6IjE1NjUyMDg0NTUifQ==.eyJyZWNvcmRfaWQiOiIyMzQ2MSIsImNsaWVudCI6ImVjcyIsInVzZXJuYW1lIjoiYXNub3cifQ==.KSlOnOm4uoz5dBHuSrN2XTeCrleZEYO6De-YtyYswdU=
mailto:slister@episcopalcollegiate.org
mailto:tjackson@episcopalcollegiate.org
mailto:tjackson@episcopalcollegiate.org


Monday, September 2 - Labor Day, No School 

Wednesday, September 4 - All School Convocation, Dress Uniform, Option A 

Find the LS Calendar here.  

 
Middle School 

Welcome, Middle School Families! 

 

New Student/Parent Orientations 

We members of the Episcopal Collegiate community are excited to welcome new parents and 

students to the Middle School family at our upcoming orientations! As a reminder, the dates and 

times for these new parent and new student information sessions are: 

 

Monday, August 12 – New 7/8th grade students and parents 

Start time: 12:00 p.m. in the Middle School Erwin Library 

End time for parents: 2:00 p.m. 

End time for students: Between 3:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. depending upon how long they stay at 

the locker social (Parents are welcome to attend these on the second floor of the Middle School, 

3:00 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.) 

 

Tuesday, August 13 - All 6th grade students and parents 

Start time for all students: 8:30 a.m. - 8:45 a.m. Drop off at the Middle School entrance where 

students will be met by returning students and escorted to the proper location. 

Start time for parents:  Optional informational session on the School's learning management 

system, Haiku 11:15 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. (If you have older students in the Middle or Upper 

Schools, you probably do not need to attend this.) 

11:45 a.m. - Middle and Upper School Dining Hall to get lunch / Program starts at 12:00 noon. 

End time for parents: 1:00 p.m. 

End time for students: Between 1:00 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. depending upon how long they stay at 

the locker social (Parents are welcome to attend these on the first floor of the Middle School, 

1:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.) 

Dress for students: t-shirts (appropriate logos/messages only) and shorts with sneakers. 

 

Locker Set Up 

https://www.episcopalcollegiate.org/student-life/calendar


Students may come into the Middle School between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. to set 

up their lockers beginning Thursday, August 8 through the start of school. They can find their 

locker information from the top, left-hand side of their schedules (found on 

Veracross).  Additionally, this year we are holding two locker set up socials. These are times 

where students can set up lockers together and enjoy some light refreshments and each other’s 

company. Parents are welcome to attend these as well! 

• 7/8th Grades Locker Set-Up Social – Monday, August 12, 3:00-3:30 p.m. 

• 6th Grade Locker Set-Up Social – Tuesday, August 13, 1:00-1:30 p.m. 

 

PE Uniforms 

Middle School students have a prescribed PE uniform that is available for purchase in the 

Wildcat Warehouse (If your child's schedule does not have a block marked PE, then they will not 

have it during the first quarter).  The Wildcat Warehouse is located next to the Middle and Upper 

School Dining Hall and across from the Championship Gym, and will be open at times 

corresponding with the aforementioned locker setup socials: 

Monday, August 12 - 1:00-3:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, August 13 – 1:00-2:00 p.m. 

To expedite uniform pickup at these times, we recommend pre-ordering by 

emailing orders@episcopalcollegiate.org. 

 

Parent Technology Refresher 

If you would like a refresher on how to use Veracross and Haiku to better support your child, 

feel free to attend a technology session with Mrs. Katie Robinson, Episcopal's Director of 

Technology Integration. This event will be held on Thursday, August 15 from 6:00 - 6:45 p.m., 

in the Middle School Erwin Library. 

 

Back to School Night - Thursday, August 15, 6:45 - 8:45 p.m. 

Middle School Parents’ Night falls on the evening of the second day of school, Thursday, August 

15.  Parents wishing to meet their child’s advisor should plan to arrive to their child’s advisory 

meeting place shortly before 6:45 p.m.  Parents not wishing to do so should come shortly before 

7:00 p.m. to the Middle/Upper School Dining Hall, pick up a copy of their child’s schedule, then 

proceed into the dining hall for a welcome and opening remarks at 7:00 p.m.  We will then 

mailto:orders@episcopalcollegiate.org


dismiss parents to follow their child’s schedule and learn a bit about his or her classes and 

teachers. Please note that this is not the venue to discuss your individual student’s performance 

in a given class. Teachers are very happy to schedule a personal conference with you at another, 

mutually convenient time. We hope you can join us! 

 

Middle School Carpool Procedures 

Find directions for Middle School Carpool procedures here. 

 

Upcoming Events 

August 14 – First day of school – Dress is Standard Uniform 

August 15 - Back to School Night, 6:45 - 8:45 p.m., (MS/US Dining Hall) 

August 21 - Class/Individual pictures (Dress Uniform) 

August 23 - Watermelon Supper, 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. 

August 23 – First Middle School social, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. (MS/US Dining Hall) 

September 2 -  Labor Day – No School 

October 10 - Family/Teacher conferences (No classes or activities, but students should 

participate in Middle School conferences with parents/guardians.) 

Find the MS Calendar here. 

 
Upper School 

A Note from Mr. Urquhart 

Tomorrow, our ninth grade students will take off for Colorado, where they’ll spend the next few 

days climbing, rafting, hiking, and building relationships and leadership skills. Cell phone 

service at the Episcopal retreat center where they’ll be staying is limited, but I hope we’ll be able 

to share a few photos with you of their experiences through the School’s social media in the 

coming days! 

Upper School students who are new to Episcopal should join us on Monday, August 12, from 

9:00 a.m. until noon for an orientation program. New students will spend part of this time 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MTzSf1aRmN0h_5fLN2QRX3d2INWSbCOp2ZykA48J4pc/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.episcopalcollegiate.org/student-life/calendar


making sure they know where each of their classes meets, but we’ll begin our meeting in the 

Upper School Simpson Library. 

As you’re making plans for the first day of school, it might be helpful for you to review this map 

of traffic patterns on campus. Traffic on campus is one-way from 7:00 - 8:30 each morning and 

from 3:00 - 4:00 each afternoon, and Upper School drop off and pick up follows the blue line. 

Please be aware, though, that these traffic patterns might differ on some days because of work 

being done on campus by Central Arkansas Water--please be on the lookout for cones and signs 

that indicate changes to our typical traffic patterns based on their current work locations. 

On the first day of school, our seniors and their parents will gather in the Upper School 

Commons for breakfast from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m., and our other Upper School students will 

meet with their advisory groups beginning at 8:05 a.m. Class periods on Wednesday will be forty 

minutes each so that students can meet with all of their teachers on the first day of school. We 

will have a special all-school chapel beginning at 9:45 a.m. to celebrate the opening of school 

with the traditional Ringing of the Bell. The special schedule for our first day is available at this 

link, and on Thursday, we will begin our regular rotation of classes, with Thursday being a “W” 

day. 

I look forward to meeting with our senior parents during the Senior Parent Meeting at 5:30 p.m. 

on Thursday, August 15, and I hope to see each of you during the Upper School’s Back to 

School Night on Thursday, August 22, beginning at 7:00 p.m. I’m grateful to you for your 

partnership with the school, and I hope that you’ll reach out if there is anything I can do to help 

as we begin the school year. 

Troy Urquhart 

Head of Upper School 

 

Find the US Calendar here. 

 
Athletics 
Find the Wildcat Athletic Calendar here. 

 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1561734981/episcopal/mbmknm2tzoa7gdhk2nsg/CarpoolMap2017-18.pdf
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